
Many people know Chicago for its Modern architecture. It was the 
birthplace of the skyscraper, home of the world’s tallest building, and the 
place where Mies van der Rohe made his mark both as an architect and an 
academic. The proliferation of glass-and-steel boxes in Chicago attests to 
his powerful legacy. But there is so much more to Chicago’s Modern 
heritage that often goes unrecognized. Innovative architects like Bertrand 
Goldberg, Harry Weese, Walter Netsch, Edward Dart, and others 
developed a new brand of Modern architecture in Chicago that was more 
expressive and sculptural, yet equally groundbreaking. The Save Prentice 
Coalition invites you to explore the architecture and design of the 1960s 
and 70s in new way, and you will see that there is so much more to 
Chicago Modern than Mies.   
 

 
Events marked with an * are presented by co-sponsors 
 
 
When the Bauhaus Met the Bungalow Belt: A Look at Chicago's Hidden Modernist Gems   
Mar. 8 (Thurs) Cocktails at 5 pm, lecture from 6-7 pm. 
Lee Bey, Photographer and Architecture Contributor for WBEZ and wbez.org, reveals the modernist treasure that lies in 
Chicago’s neighborhoods: a wide-ranging but relatively anonymous collection of postwar homes, neighborhoods, churches, 
synagogues, dry-cleaners, medical buildings and other structures that visually broke from the past. Mr. Bey will share his 
photography and discuss the importance of bringing much-needed attention to these buildings that represent the next 
frontier in preservation. RSVP at http://whenbauhausmetthebungalow.eventbrite.com/. Hafele, 154 W Hubbard St. Free. 
AIA/CES 1  
 
Midway Madness: Past, Present, and Visionary Design. Behind-the-Scenes Members’ Only Bus Tour* 
Mar 22 (Thurs) 10 am-1 pm 
What do Midway Airport, the Illinois National Guard, and Chicago architect Ross Wimer have in common? A Chicago 
architecture program that explores an imagined future design for Midway airport that takes place in an historic Midway 
airport structure. Ross Wimer, Design Director, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, presents his re-imagined design for Midway’s 
Orange Line station—part of a visionary project that Stanley Tigerman proposed to seven Chicago architects to re-imagine 
Chicago neighborhoods. RSVP at www.architecture.org. Meet @ CAF, 224 S. Michigan Ave. Cost: $50 CAF members 
 
The 20th Century and other Gaps in the World Heritage List: A Unique Opportunity for the US   
Mar. 22 (Thurs) Cocktails at 5 pm, lecture from 6-7 pm. 
American participation in the UNESCO World Heritage Convention has been and remains lukewarm at best. This is especially 
jarring when contrasted with the enthusiastic participation of so many countries around the world. Gustavo Araoz, President 
of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), will provide an overview of the inner workings of the 
Convention and highlight the related opportunities—as well as the challenges—that exist for heritage places in the United 
States. RSVP at http://www.aiachicago.org/events.asp. Lightology, 215 West Chicago Ave.  
 
Mad Men Season 5 Premier Party   
Mar. 25 (Sun) – 7-10 pm. Cocktails at 7 pm, Premier at 8 pm. 
Few shows have captured the look and feel of the 1960s as well as Mad Men. Now Don, Joan, Roger, and Peggy are back for 
another season! Dig your vintage 1960s frock out of the closet and get ready for the Mad Men Season Premier Party, hosted 
by the Save Prentice Coalition. Join us at the Holiday Club to watch the long-awaited Season 5 premier on the big screen.  
We’ll provide the complimentary Don Draper Old Fashioned or Roger Sterling Martinis, and you provide the atmosphere. 
Vintage attire is encouraged. There will be a raffle for fabulous 1960s decor and special prizes for the best dressed! Space is 
limited. RSVP at info@preservationchicago.org. Holiday Club, 4000 N. Sheridan Rd. Cost: $10 suggested donation at the door. 
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John Hancock Building Walking Tour*  
Mar. 26 (Mon) 12:15 – 1 pm 
Completed in 1970, the Hancock Center (or "Big John,") dominates the skyline at the north end of Chicago’s Magnificent Mile. 
The structure is a remarkable marriage of art and engineering, as well as a testimony to the brilliant partnership of Bruce 
Graham and Fazlur Khan, colleagues at Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. On this lunch-hour tour, learn how Graham and Khan 
designed a 100-story structure that could withstand the powerful winds that whip off Lake Michigan. Meet @ 875 N. 
Michigan Ave. Free for CAF members, $5 for non-members. 
 
Mies’ 126th Birthday: A Hair Affair*  
Mar 27 (Tues) 6 pm 
The Mies van der Rohe Society will celebrate the architects' influence on seminal hairstylist of the 21st  
century, Vidal Sassoon. Like Mies, in the mid-20th century Sassoon focused on structure and simplicity to achieve a look that 
is both unique and ubiquitous. The party will have prizes, surprises, and martinis. More details on this hair-raising event will 
be available in the near future. Register for the event through www.miessociety.org or by calling 312.567.5000.  
 
Mies van der Rohe’s McCormick House and the Elmhurst Art Museum*  
Mar. 28 (Wed) 12:15–1 pm 
The McCormick House at Elmhurst Art Museum is a mid-century masterpiece designed by legendary architect, Ludwig Mies 
van der Rohe. Built for Chicago real estate developer Robert McCormick it served as a lab for design development and an 
exercise in space efficiency, modularity, and the modesty of stock millwork. Join CAF for a presentation about the Elmhurst 
Art Museum’s structure and a new documentary film directed by award-winning filmmaker Karen Carter Lynch. Mies van der 
Rohe's McCormick House tells the story of the iconic house from its conceptual beginning through its move by flatbed truck to 
Elmhurst Art Museum.  Guests are welcome to bring a bag lunch. Seating is limited. CAF Lecture Hall Gallery, 224 S. Michigan 
Ave.  Free. AIA/CES 1 
 
The Priutt-Igoe Myth 
Apr 13 (Fri) at 9 pm and Apr 16 (Mon) at 7:15 pm 
As part of the 2012 Architecture and Design Film Fest, watch “The Pruitt-Igoe Myth,” the story of a public housing project in 
St. Louis that opened in the mid-1950s, part of the postwar dream of replacing slum apartments with modern, affordable 
high-rises. By the 1970s Pruitt-Igoe was in such disrepair that it was torn down. Pruitt-Igoe has often been stereotyped, with 
help from a world-famous image of its implosion, and used as an argument against Modernist architecture or public 
assistance programs. “The Pruitt-Igoe Myth” seeks to set the historical record straight, to examine the interests in Pruitt-
Igoe’s creation, to re-evaluate the rumors and the stigma, to implode the myth. The Music Box, 3733 N. Southport Ave. 
Tickets on sale Mar. 1 http://adfilmfest.com/tickets.html 
 
Eames: The Architect and the Painter  
Apr 13 (Fri) 7 pm and Apr 14 (Sat) 7 pm 
As part of the 2012 Architecture and Design Film Fest, see a showing of the first film about Charles and Ray Eames since their 
deaths and the only film to peer inside their collaboration, their marriage and the "Renaissance studio" they created in a 
gritty warehouse in Venice, CA. Narrated by James Franco, the film draws from a trove of archival material, primarily the 
stunning films and photographs produced in mind-boggling volume by Charles, Ray, and their staff during the hyper-creative 
forty years of the Eames Office. The Music Box, 3733 N. Southport Ave. Tickets on sale Mar. 1 
http://adfilmfest.com/tickets.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.miessociety.org/�
http://adfilmfest.com/aboutADFF.html�
http://adfilmfest.com/tickets.html�
http://adfilmfest.com/viewbytitle.html�
http://adfilmfest.com/aboutADFF.html�
http://adfilmfest.com/tickets.html�


                                                                                                                                              3 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Edge of Gruen: Tracing the Influence of the Shopping Mall on the American Landscape 
Apr 15 (Sun) Film at 3:15, panel discussion at 5 pm. 
Although architect Victor Gruen valued the city and tried to reinvigorate urban forms with new ways of using them and 
moving through them, the implementation and misappropriate of his ideas ultimately contributed to urban decline. As part of 
the 2012 Architecture and Design Film Fest, watch a showing of “The Gruen Effect: Victor Gruen and the Shopping Mall”, 
followed by a panel discussion with WBEZ Architecture Contributor and Blogger, Lee Bey. Lee will lead a panel of architectural 
critics, architects, and the director of “The Gruen Effect” in a debate about the lasting impact (both positive and negative) of  
Gruen’s work and the suburban mall on the American landscape. The Music Box, 3733 N. Southport Ave. Tickets on sale Mar. 
1 http://adfilmfest.com/tickets.html 
 
Why Modernism Matters: Docomomo and Preserving Modern Architecture  
Apr 19 (Thurs) Cocktails at 5 pm, lecture from 6-7 pm. 
As President of DoCoMoMo/US (The Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites, and Neighborhoods of the Modern 
Movement) and author of Preserving Modern Architecture, Theo Prudon understands the importance of Modern buildings 
and sites across the US. Because of their relatively recent age, their innovative designs, and experimental materials, buildings 
from the mid-century often do not receive the proper recognition and respect they deserve. Copies of Mr. Prudon’s book 
Preserving Modern Architecture will be available for sale and signing. Hafele, 154 W Hubbard St. Free. AIA/CES 1 
 
Critics’ Challenge: Does Modernism Still Have Meaning?  
May 10 (Thurs) Reception at 5 pm, panel discussion from 6-7. 
Harry Weese’s stunning 1968 Seventeenth Church of Christ Scientist is the perfect setting for Pulitzer-Prize winning writer 
and Architecture Critic for The New Yorker, Paul Goldberger, Editor of Architect magazine, Ned Cramer, and Chicago’s own 
Lee Bey, Architecture Contributor for WBEZ, to take a hard look at the legacy of Modernism in Chicago. Explore what 
Modernism means today, why it still matters (or does it?), and the main impediments we face in saving our Modern heritage. 
Seventeenth Church of Christ Scientist, 55 E. Wacker Drive. Free. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Chicago Modern: More than Mies is made possible through the generous support of the Save Prentice Coalition (the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, Landmarks Illinois, Preservation Chicago, and docomomo_midwest) and co-sponsors Hafele, AIA Chicago, the Mies 

van der Rohe Society, the Chicago Architecture Foundation, the Holiday Club, and the Palmer House. 
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